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Hello everyone,
A big and happy welcome to August. Warm and calm weather was bound to come
and it is finally here.
July has been a fun month at the field, with record attendance on several days, 23
automobiles and 33 planes. It was mentioned to me that if the field gets any busier we
would need to do a better job of parking as we seem to be running out of space.
I want to thank Richard Thomas, Gary Swigart, and Walter Wilken for an outstanding
job dragging and rolling the field. It is so smooth that even I looked good on one of my
landings. Thanks again guys.
I congratulated John Roush on a super flight the other day, and he asked that I put it
in my next column, so here it is John, great flight!
I had another great meeting with our good friend, Arlo Chan and signed our field contract
through Dec 31, 2012. Thanks again, Arlo. 2012 will be our 18th year at Embry Riddle.
We also received approval to paint the Blue ROTC building at the field in a Desert Tan.
We will be organizing a work party very soon to tackle that project.
We had two representatives from the Red Cross as our July speakers. They presented
a super program on the value of learning the new CPR techniques. We will be organizing
a CPR class very soon, and remember, the life that is saved, maybe yours or mine.
I want to thank all our members for their cooperation during the closing of our field from
July 1 to 4. The city of Prescott needed time to grade the road to Pioneer Park for the July
4th festivities. The Chino Club was very gracious and invited all of our members to use their
field during our down time. Pure class.
Starting on Saturday, September 10, and every second Saturday of each month, we
will be hosting a special EARU Students day at the field. This will be an opportunity to have
students come to the field and give flying a try. We hope to have three trainers and
Instructors available on each of those Saturdays. This should be a lot of fun for both our
members and the students. This activity will be posted on the University’s monthly bulletin.
Come on out and enjoy the beautiful summer weather and remember to,
Have Fun and Fly Safe!
With Warm Regards,

NEXT MEETING will be Tuesday August 2, 2011
Meetings start at 7:00 PM in room 101, Building 21 (Robertson Aviation Safety Center)
On the Embry-Riddle campus, 3700 Willow Creek Road.
Visitors are welcome! See you there!

FLITE LINES

Page 1

And that
ducted fan
unit goes
WHERE?

From the Safety Officers
Tom Gatchell and ARF the wonder dog.
Here we are midway through the monsoon
season and we’ve had the 2nd “100 year storm” in
5 years according to the city official who came out
to survey the damage to my side yard from the river
of water flowing over the curb (above ground storm
drain they call it) and through my side and back yard
rearranging the rock and dirt. Well, our field
weathered that storm in good shape and the other
good news is I may have found a nice sized
meteorite because of the need to repair that
damage to my yard!
Now for the safety stuff. We all need to
remember that all fly-bys need to be out at midrunway and parallel to the pits at least to the ends
of the pit area. I’ve had two servos fail recently, one
in-flight and fortunately, was able to get the plane
down safely. Large, high powered or high speed
aircraft might need to be out a little further during
high speed passes or aerobatics. We should not
have our planes pointed at the pits under normal
flying conditions. Think about it. When your plane
needs to come back towards the runway, it should
be at either end of the runway not directly in front
of the pits. Crosswind landings are the exception
and all spectators in the pits need to remain alert
and aware.
Also, we have a flurry of new members and new
pilots-in-training receiving instruction from our
training folks and experienced pilots so the need to
HEAR is very important. Let’s not forget our
“etiquette rule” about long nitro or gasoline engine
run-ups close to the flight stations. If you have to
tune it, please move away from the flight stations
or wait till no one is in the air.
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Please refer to our AMA and club safety rules
PLUS the etiquette rules we agreed to as a club.
Gary has a picture of an electric plane owner’s
thigh thoroughly (and no doubt painfully) chewed by
an electric plane’s prop. Remember modern
“computer” radios have “fail safe” settings should
the receiver have “signal interruption”. I understand
JR/Spectrum radios default to “throttle off “ but I
know some if not all Futaba computer radios default
to 40% throttle, perhaps in the hopes of continued
flight till reacquisition of signal. However, 40%
throttle on an electric prop-driven plane can be a
safety hazard if the transmitter is shut off after a
flight or crash with the receiver and motor still
electrically functional. I don’t know about other
brands but it is important safety information you
should know about your radio. The default can be
changed on Futaba radios to 8% which has been
“off” for my electric planes and for demonstration
sake, my T-33 is set at default of 40% just to show
anyone who would like to see that the motor will start
and go to 40% throttle after having been armed and
the transmitter turned off.
Yeah, I know I’m nagging and you’ve heard it
before, but almost every day I see some of the same
safety “mistakes” repeated and until you guys vote
me out, I’ll keep nagging.

Tom

The story that goes with this picture is like this.
While getting up after kneeling down to insert
the battery and arm the speed control on his
large electric model he bumped the throttle
lever. He was in front of the model.
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CASA DE AERO
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
July 5, 2011
Members present: Tom Ault, John Conrad,
Rob Crone, Jim Eaves, Walt Findlay,
Tom Gatchell, Jack Hardy, Al Iamiceli,
Bill King, Hank Lehner, Gary
MacCauley, Greg MacCauley, Dave
Marston, Galen Richmond, John
Rousch, Gary Swigart, Gene Tomek,
Jeremiah White, and Bruce Wright.
Guests Present: Jim Richmond, Amanda
Pagan and Catherine Behan
Jack Hardy called the meeting to order at 7:00
PM. The pledge of allegiance was spoken by the
attendees. New member Jim Richmond was
introduced.
President’s Report (Jack Hardy): Jack
discussed painting the ROTC building with Arlo
Chan who said that they are waiting to buy paint.
Also discussed having a Saturday ERAU student
day at the field once a month to let students fly on
a buddy box and show them model RC planes.
It will also be possible to have Club photos in the
ERAU Student Newspaper.
There was a short discussion of how long
Casa de Aero has used this field and where to
find historical facts about the field. It was
suggested that Gene Wilkison or Jerry Gill be
contacted.
Vice President’s Report (Dave Marston):
The Boat Float will be held on September 24.
Secretary’s Report (Gene Tomek): Our
membership is now 63. CVMA will be having the
Steven Crowe Memorial Fun Fly event on
September 9, 10 and 11. They would like to have
some idea of how many CdA club members would
be attending.
The Treasurer’s Report (Glenn Kuhn):
Report given by Gene Tomek in Glenn’s absence.
Our cash balance is $2,614.83.
The Safety Officer’s Report (Tom Gatchell):
Tom stressed that there is no taxiing in the pits
past the railroad ties, and 2 to 3 planes were flying
outside our flight envelope and were too far away
to see. Tom Ault noted that you should stay

FLITE LINES

behind the prop of a running engine and also to
connect and disconnect a battery on an electric
plane. Dave Hardy noted that your membership
card needs to be posted and a pin put on your
transmitter before aircraft operation.
Field Report (Gary Swigart): None given.
Flight Instruction Report (John Conrad):
None given.
Robert King’s wife donated a good share of his
RC equipment to the club which was raffled off with
proceeds going to the club. The following items
were purchased:
Gene Tomek: Miscellaneous building materials
and a LIPO charger $5.00
Jeremiah White: Electric plane and hinge slotter
$10.00
Tom Gatchell: Flight box $11.00
Dave Marston: Miscellaneous hardware $1.00
Robert Crone: Flight box $3.00
Al Iamiceli: Miscellaneous RC items $2.00
Jim Richmond: Plane and radio $5.00
Hank Lehner: Transmitter $1.00
Total sales: $38.00
The Red Cross, represented by Manda Pagan
and Catherine Behan, discussed CPR usage and
training. The new chest compression only method
should be used when a sudden collapse is
witnessed. Full CPR (compressions and breaths)
should be given for choking conscious and
unconscious victims. A breathing barrier is
recommended although Amanda believes that the
risk without a barrier is low. CPR Classes can be
given to a group at low cost if taught only for adult
CPR.
Rafflemeister Bruce Wright took over and drew
tickets of the following winners:
Gene Tomek
Epoxy Glue
Dave Marston
Cutting pad
Jim Eaves
Electric Props
Jim Richmond
Gift Certificate
Galen Richmond Golden Rods
Hank Lehner
Transmitter carrier
Coffee and refreshments were made available
throughout the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted by: Gene Tomek
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Kevin’s high visibility T-28

New member
Andrew Perry
and his T-28.

Waldo Isreal’s Apex.

John Conrad with his new Habo.

Walt Findlay’s Waco.
Donald, Randy and
Brandon with the
high visibility T-28

Solving the worlds problems between flights.

Hats
&
Shirts
If you are interested in a club
logo Hat or Shirt, click on this link.
http://casadeaero.anythingonshirts.com/
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Charlie and Ted with his Force One.

John Conrad’s new Yak 54.

Our resident
anthropologist.

New member
Bill Hurst and
His T-28.

You never know what you may find on the runway.
Remember when we thought it was to cold to fly?

If you are interested in getting
rid of any of your excess (small &
shippable) R/C items, contact
Greg MacCauley. He will list them
on eBay and handle the shipping
for a small commission. He can
be reached at (805)341-5887.
FLITE LINES
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P.O. Box 12913
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The owners and operators of the local hobby shop put in long hours and make a large
investment in inventory so that you can have the items you need to enjoy this great hobby.
Their margins are slim when they have to compete with mail order houses.
Their existence literally depends on us. If you want to keep the convenience of
instant supply of that needed item, patronize the store below.

VALLEY HOBBY SHOP
RC CENTER
7680 East HWY 69
Prescott Valley AZ 86314
Open Monday thru Friday 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Saturday 9:30 to 6 PM
Sunday Noon to 5 PM
Ask Donna for that special item
(928)-775-4071
Owners: Donna and Tony Pacini
Put your advertisement in the FLITE LINES. It’s free if you’re a member, almost free if you’re not.
Contact, Gary MacCauley with your copy, hand written, emailed, typed, or on disk.
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