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Hello everyone and welcome to February. January got off to a good
flying month, but with temperatures in the mid teens. Still had great
attendance!
Snow gliders are making a strong appearance with five or six planes
out each day. They fly well and they’re lots of fun to fly. Next thing
we know there will be lounge chairs at the field, and why not???
On Saturday, January 14th, our ERAU students “Come Fly with Us”
day was a huge success. We had a total of 14 students who kept all
three instructors very busy for two hours. We also finished off 25
breakfast burritos, 12 donuts, and a gallon of hot coffee. The weather
was perfect with the sun warming us up. Then two days later we had
a mixture of snow, rain, and a little excess wind. The water was a
welcome treat for the dry runway.
Do you ever wonder who puts out the chairs and sets up the field
each morning? Well, let’s hear it for John Conrad and Gary Swigart.
I wanted to remind everyone that our club Sweethearts Dinner will
be held at the Lone Spur Cafe on Friday, February 10th at 6:00 P.M.
This will be a lot of fun and a great way to say thanks to our
Sweethearts for putting up with all the time we spend at the field. If
you haven’t signed up, we still have a couple of openings.
February is programmed to be an excellent flying month, so come
on out and have a good, and safe time.
With Warm Regards

NEXT MEETING will be Tuesday February 7, 2012
Meetings start at 7:00 PM in room 101, Building 21 (Robertson Aviation Safety Center)
On the Embry-Riddle campus, 3700 Willow Creek Road.
Visitors are welcome! See you there!
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If you want
THRUST
I need fuel!

From the Safety Officers
Tom Gatchell and ARF the wonder dog.
OK, this month we’re going to talk about rules.
Clubs like ours have rules to keep us from trying
to harm ourselves and others and to keep our
“landlord” and sanctioning body happy so we can
have this convenient flying site.
All members who have soloed or are
authorized to fly a RC plane at Casa de Aero
should already know the rules about WHERE you
fly. We must stay away from the park on the
South end. We need to stay no further out than
the top of the ridge parallel to the runway and a
reasonable distance off the North end as to not
cross the perimeter road of the school. Our
altitude should not exceed 400 feet (about the
distance from the last flight station to the North
end of the runway). In every club I’ve ever been
a member of, you were always to keep your plane
on the runway side of the line designating the
flight stations and parallel to the runway to
infinite; you fly in front of you at all times. You
cannot know if a person or car is approaching
anywhere behind your post in the flight station.
Aerobatics and speed passes should be no
closer than middle of the runway. We also have
additional hazard of a road crossing the South
end of the runway with vehicle and foot traffic plus
trees blocking part of the view. Good practice
would be to climb higher than any vehicle that
may appear BEFORE you get to the end of the
runway. We also understand that there are “those
moments” when one of the above will be
inadvertently violated and that’s why we pay
attention in the pits when not flying. Accidents
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are forgiven, its those “on purposes” that cause
the problem.
Courtesy can go a long way to keeping the
number of rules to a minimum. You ALWAYS
announce your intention to the other pilots in the
flight stations and I try to acknowledge or get
acknowledgement due to noise and our aging
membership not being able to hear as well as they
once did. I once flew as a guest at a field where
flying AT the pits or flight stations got you
grounded and asked to leave. Their rule was flying
back across the flight area was to be done beyond
the pits/spectator area at either end. I’m seeing
more of two aircraft on the runway at one time with
one take off passing fairly close to the other plane.
That’s always been prohibited.
I’m the safety officer, not a cop. I have yet to
know of any “police powers” designated to the
safety office nor do I want any. MOST of us are
adults; maybe not “grown-ups” but we meet the
legal definition of “adult” and therefore shouldn’t
need a nanny watching out for you all the time. It
shouldn’t be all that hard to operate within the few
rules we do have and to have fun safely. Fly
safely, my friend. The flying site you save may
have 60 other members grateful to you.

Tom
CASA DE AERO
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
January 3, 2012
Members present: Jerry Alvarez, Tom Ault,
Charles Bock, Joe Bolender, John Conrad,
Jim Eaves, Walt Findlay, Tom Gatchell, Gerald
Gill, Jack Hardy, Vince Herod, Bill Hurst, Al
Iamiceli,
Bill King,
Rod Larson, Gary
MacCauley, Dave Marston, Bill Munson,
Dwight Painter, Bill Richardson, Galen
Richardson, Jim Richman, Kevin Shuster, Gary
Swigart, Richard Thomas, Gene Tomek,
Stephen Whitley, Walter Wilken and Bruce
Wright.
New Member: David Domzalski.
Guests present:
Jerry Alvarez’s son &
grandson, David & Parker Flores.
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President Jack Hardy called the meeting to
order at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance by
the club members.
Safety Report (Tom Gatchell): Nothing
significant to report. Tom had a reminder in the
last Flight Lines about proper checking of the
aircraft flight controls prior to takeoff. Make sure
the flight controls are moving in the proper
direction.
Secretary’s Report (Gary Swigart): We
have 39 renewals for 2012..
Instructor’s Report (Rich Thomas): There
are no active students at the present time.
Vice President/Treasurer Report (Dave
Marston);
Dave announced our Annual
Sweetheart Dinner will be Friday, February 10,
2012 at the Lone Spur Cafe. Seating will be
limited to 40 people. Dave passed around a sign
up sheet and there is only one seat left. Social
hour will start at 6 PM with dinner at 7 PM
Dave mentioned the wind sock has been
ordered. In fact as I finalize these minutes Dave
has mounted the wind sock.
Dave stated we have $2930 in the bank.
President’s Report (Jack Hardy): Bill
Richardson donated an aircraft to be auctioned.
Vince Herod was the high bidder at $20.
Jack mentioned a member can purchase hats,
jackets, t-shirts and sweatshirts with the club logo.

Go to the Casa de Aero web site and click onto
apparel.
The clubs Come-Fly-With-Us had a limited
student turnout due to the cold (BRR) weather.
Those present did enjoy the breakfast burritos,
donuts and coffee.
Jack thanked Gary MacCauley and Bill King
for their work on the Flight Lines.
Other Business: The solitary flying issue,
as was announced at the December meeting,
was discussed. There was much debate both
for and against the club’s regulation for the
requirement to have one other responsible
person at the field when a club member is
flying. President Jack called for a vote: 10
members voted to delete the requirement, 15
members voted to keep the rule as is. Current
rule stays in effect: SOLITARY MODEL
AIRCRAFT OPERATION IS NOT PERMITTED.
Program:
Rod Larson gave a very
professional demonstration on techniques and
procedures to cover a wing. Rod has no doubt
covered hundreds of aircraft. If you need any help
repairing or covering an aircraft contract Rod.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm.
Respectfully submitted;
Gary Swigart, Club Secretary

Will Munson’s Radian with gear.

Tom’s Air Force One sliding in for a landing.

Bob Herod’s Gray Ghost.
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ERAU student Greg Rice’s Meteor.
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Tom’s Gee Bee.

Charlie Bock
and his F-22.

Alan Stephen and his DC-3.

It flies as good as it looks!
Good looking sock.
Thanks, Dave.

Fine toss Matt!

Embry Riddle’s heave lifter.
Pulse without Dave.

Dave Marston
and his Pulse.
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Gene’s Addiction.

Val’s high visibility T-28.

Dave Domzalski’s Tiger Moth.

Bill Richardson’s P-51.

Kevin’s Addiction.

Dave Domzalski’s P-38.
It flies good too.

Jack and his
Radian Pro.
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For more information click this link. http://thelonespur.com/
Hats
&
Shirts
If you are interested in a club
logo Hat or Shirt, click on this link.
http://casadeaero.anythingonshirts.com/

The owners and operators of the local hobby shop put in long hours and make a large
investment in inventory so that you can have the items you need to enjoy this great hobby.
Their margins are slim when they have to compete with mail order houses.
Their existence literally depends on us. If you want to keep the convenience of
instant supply of that needed item, patronize the store below.

VALLEY HOBBY SHOP
RC CENTER
7680 East HWY 69
Prescott Valley AZ 86314
Open Monday thru Friday 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Saturday 9:30 to 6 PM
Sunday Noon to 5 PM
Ask for that special item
(928)-775-4071
Put your advertisement in the FLITE LINES. It’s free if you’re a member, almost free if you’re not.
Contact, Gary MacCauley with your copy, hand written, emailed, typed, or on disk.
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