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Hello everyone, and as they say “How You Doin”?
Since my last article, so much has happened. Rich Thomas started the month off with
a beautiful job of dragging and then rolling the field which got us off to a great start. Thanks
also to Bill King, Tom Gatchell, and Kevin Shuster for helping. Also, starting the month was
the first attempt by Steve Rayleigh and Matthew Lyon to get their UAV in the air. It looked
fantastic, but had a little problem when trying to get it airborne. Back to the Lab for some
fine tuning.
We were pleased to have Randy Rehbach and son Brandon out to the field, flying their
Jet Habu, and yes, young 12 year old Brandon made it look easy.
On April 1st, no joke here, students Steve and Matthew were successful in flying their
UAV for 34 minutes.
On Saturday morning at 6:30am, Steve and Matthew had their entire class of nine
students at the field ready to test their UAV, and was it a huge success. Two flights each
of 30 minutes. Special thanks to members Gene Tomek, Gary Swigart, Tom Gatchell, and
David Marston, for all of their help with this project. The Club was presented a fantastic
propeller that was actually used on a UAV flown by Steve in Iraq. It was autographed by
Steve and Matthew. Thanks again, we are very proud of you and this special trophy.
Now the sad part, Bill and Linda King, joined me in traveling to Scottsdale to attend the
funeral of our member Bob King. As you know he was killed while riding his bicycle in
Florida. I did have a chance to talk to Bob’s wife, Shelly and extended our sincere
condolences from the club.
On Monday, our good friend Chuck Fulton visited our field with two friends that flew
with him in Vietnam, Major General Jay Blume and Col. Darwin Puls. Col. Puls also flew
as a Captain for Delta Airlines for thirty years.
On Friday, April 15, Walter Wiken did another great job dragging and rolling the field.
Thanks again, Walter. We appreciate your help.
I would like to thank everyone that helped install our new sign. The ground was hard,
but with the help of so many, it made short work of it.
Warm weather is finally coming to Prescott, so come on out and enjoy some fun in the
sun.
See you at the field,

NEXT MEETING will be Tuesday May 3, 2011
Meetings start at 7:00 PM in room 101, Building 21 (Robertson Aviation Safety Center)
On the Embry-Riddle campus, 3700 Willow Creek Road.
Visitors are welcome! See you there!
Flite Lines is published monthly by Casa de Aero R/C Club for members and friends. The views
and opinions expressed within are solely those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Club.
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Bob, enjoying the day!

Photo by,
Bill King

According to the Florida Highway Patrol, on
Wednesday March 30th, club member and
executive board member Bob King, was killed
in a traffic accident while riding his Cannondale
R300 bicycle eastbound on the paved apron
of State Road 26 in Newberry Florida. A pickup
truck driven by Brian Bunting, 23, of Newberry,
drifted into a paved apron and struck Bob's
bicycle, ejecting him.
Bunting told the officer he was distracted
just prior to the collision.
Alachua County Fire Rescue drove Bob to
Shands-UF Hospital where he was
pronounced dead.

At the time of this crash, Bob, who was wearing a helmet, was taking part in a Bike
Florida and Share the Road campaign-sponsored ride.
Alcohol was not a factor in the crash and charges are pending against Bunting.

Oh sure, you
HAVE wheels!

From the Safety Officers
Tom Gatchell and ARF the wonder dog.
This month we have some real safety issues
to discuss and a misconception.
We had two aircraft intrusions into the pits
within 3 or 4 days of each other. We have
discussed much about our field-pit layout in the
past, but when it comes right down to it, what we
have is what we got. We cannot change much
without authorization from Embry-Riddle and what
we have isn't much different from dozens of fields
in use across the nation. Safety is a state of being
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and awareness and requires each of us to be
interactive to keep our sport safe.
Our first pit intrusion involved an Embry-Riddle
aircraft modified for aerial surveillance for a new
course being developed. The plane began a left
to right take-off with the pilot standing behind the
plane. About midway in front of the pit, the plane
veered into the pits through an opening and was
stopped by a member with a plastic chair before
the plane could impact anything or anyone. Your
safety officer, in perfect position to observe, noted
full left rudder and the throttle cut before the plane
entered the pit in an attempt to stay clear. Every
effort seemed to be taken by the pilot to avoid the
accident. The plane was lightly damaged and the
Embry-Riddle team redesigned the tail wheel
location and added additional width to the rudder.
The plane has been flown repeatedly since in
strong crosswinds and the ground handling issue
appears resolved.
Just a few days later, after the same EmbryRiddle team had just successfully flown the UAV
and had shut down its video systems. A very
experienced and competent pilot began take-off
right to left with a previously flown large electric
scale war bird when again your safety officer, in
perfect observation position, noted the plane
seemed to become airborne before it attained
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flying speed. It wallowed, dipping the wings and
began veering toward the South end of the pits
where the Embry-Riddle team had set up their
video monitoring equipment. I shouted a warning
twice just as the plane hit the monitors knocking
them off the table then continued across the end
of the pit over an E-R student as he dropped to
the ground. One of the team members standing
away from the monitors and towards the flight
stations, was struck near the right ear by a piece
of flying debris. I checked with him and saw no
break in the skin and he said he was all right. The
other student’s quick response prevented him
from being struck. As I walked over to check with
him, I could hear the electric motor running on the
destroyed plane and shouted back to the flight
stations to kill the throttle.
Good fortune that no one was injured. We tried
to find the cause. I spoke with several witnesses
and all seemed to feel the plane was air borne
before it could be controlled. I never got a chance
to discuss it with the pilot. I won't speculate why
or how the plane wasn't controllable but I'm sure
it wasn't lack of skills. Other speculation came up
later that perhaps the video antenna interfered but
it is a receiver for the two video feeds from the
E-R UAV and those were turned off immediately
after the flight to save the batteries. I believe they
are on a frequency far removed from our 2.4 ghz
and 72 mhz radios. The UAV uses TWO 2.4
systems to fly the plane and direct the TV camera,
operating cameras without any interference.
Whatever the cause, let’s make sure we
pre-flight check EVERY plane before EVERY
flight. It only takes a few seconds. Finding a
problem on the ground is much more desirable.
Also, remember to shut down your throttle on
electric aircraft in the event of a crash and leave
your transmitter on until the power system can be
disarmed.
A reminder to all Casa de Aero members and
flying guests; WE will continue to fly in the agreed
“fly zone” and under 400 ft per our club rules. That
includes no flying beyond the ridge-line, over the
park or over and behind the pits. WE are not
course developers, but guests at Embry-Riddle
and our flying area was determined by agreement
with E-R after a public complaint. Also, with it
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getting light earlier, no fuel planes can be flown
before 7:00AM.
Thanks for helping keep our field safe and
community-acceptable!

Tom
CASA DE AERO
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
April 5, 2011
Members present: Jerry Alvarez, Tom Ault,
John Conrad, Rob Crone, Frank Drew,
Jim Eaves, Tom Gatchell, Jack Hardy,
Vince Herod, Al Iamiceli, Bill King,
Glenn Kuhn, Gary MacCauley, Galen
Richmond, John Roush, Gary Swigart,
Gene Tomek, Walter Wilken and Bruce
Wright.
Guests Present: Cole Field, Stephen
Rayleigh, Matt Lyon, Bill Munson, Doug
Miller, Jim Richmond
Jack Hardy called the meeting to order at 7:02
PM. The pledge of allegiance was spoken by the
attendees. New member Bill Munson was
introduced as well as the above guests.
President’s Report (Jack Hardy):
Bob King was killed by a truck while riding a bicycle
in a charity ride in Florida.
ERAU has completed building a 10’ x 10’ x10’
building near the runway, but should not hinder our
flight operations.
Original order for new field signs was canceled
due to work never being performed. New sign
dealer has been engaged to do the signs. The
signs should be ready next Monday.
Secretary’s Report (Gene Tomek):
Our
membership is now 58. Casa de Aero AMA Club
Charter has been received and was available for
viewing at the front desk.
The Treasurer’s Report (Glenn Kuhn): Our
cash balance is $2,935.36.
The Safety Officer’s Report (Tom Gatchell):
Two serious incidents: (1) ERAU Telemaster
rolled into the pits. (2) Electric war bird took off
and crashed into video equipment and ERAU UAV
students.
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No taxiing is allowed in pits. Radical Helicopter
flying should be done well away from the pits.
Field Report (Gary Swigart): Field is in good
condition.
Flight Instruction Report: No electric aircraft
students. Richard Thomas is training Bill Munson.
Vice President’s Report (Dave Marston): No
report given since Dave is on vacation.
Matt Lyon and Steve Rayleigh made a
presentation on their experiences with operating
UAV’s (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) in Iraq and at
ERAU. Matt was stationed in the Baghdad area
and Steve near the border with Iran. The UAV’s
are pneumatically launched and fly to a location
as picked by the plane’s operator working out of
a Humvee. A second operator operates a camera
or infrared camera using a joystick. The plane is
acquired upon returning to the field and then
automatically lands. It has a six to ten hour flight
duration and usually operates at about 5,000 feet.
The ERAU drone is a Telemaster with an 8
foot wing span and powered by a gas aircraft

engine. Matt and Steve trained with R/C trainers
before attempting to fly the Telemaster. The
Telemaster has two cameras installed for flight
operation and surveillance. One camera is on a
360 degree gimbal mount. The plane contains
a gyro auto pilot system.
Rafflemeister Bruce Wright took over and
drew tickets of the following winners:
Matt Lyon
Epoxy
John Conrad
Fuel
Gary Swigart
Hex wrench set
Bill Munson
Aircraft stand
Vince Herod
Electric Props
Jim Eaves
CYA Glue
The Hex wrench set was kindly donated by
Donna Pacini of Valley Hobby. The CYA glue
was kindly donated by Margarette Gatchell.
Coffee and refreshments were made
available throughout the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.
Respectfully submitted by: Gene Tomek

Some landings are more trying than others.
Photos by, Bill King

Another new field improvement
by Jack Hardy,
with help from many members.

Ted Cheever
and his KA-84

The blue building is
an Embry - Riddle
project.

Photo by, Bill King
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Steve Rayleigh and
Matt Lyon with the
Embry-Riddle UAV.

Photo by,
John Conrad

Photo by,
Jim Eaves

Matt and Steve
getting things ready.

First takeoff
attempt Issues.
Photo by, Bill King

UAV control center.

Pan and tilt forward camera
and flight camera in the rear.

Checking the
cameras.

Photo by, Jack Hardy.

Photo by, Bill King

Gene Tomek and Steve
discussing first flight
strategy.

Photo by, Jim Eaves
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Photo by, Jack Hardy.

It flies!

Photo by, Bill King
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Chris Newton
with his T-28.

Bill Newton with
his Alpha Jet.

Photo by, John Conrad

Photo by, John Conrad

Alan Stephens with
his Shock Wave 55
at Watson Lake.

E-flite Beast (foreground)
Balsa USA Phaeton 90

Photo by, Bill King

Tom Gatchell and his
Venom Micro Jet T-33.

Photo by, John Conrad

The latest in Gatchell Gear.

Photos by, Bill King and Tom Gatchell
Photo by, Bill King

Dwight Painter and
a very yellow Cub.

Photo by, John Conrad
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The future of R/C after the FAA’s new rules.

Photo by, Bill King
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The owners and operators of the local hobby shop put in long hours and make a large
investment in inventory so that you can have the items you need to enjoy this great hobby.
Their margins are slim when they have to compete with mail order houses.
Their existence literally depends on us. If you want to keep the convenience of
instant supply of that needed item, patronize the store below.

VALLEY HOBBY SHOP
RC CENTER
7680 East HWY 69
Prescott Valley AZ 86314
Open Monday thru Friday 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Saturday 9:30 to 6 PM
Sunday Noon to 5 PM
Ask Donna for that special item
(928)-775-4071
Owners: Donna and Tony Pacini
Put your advertisement in the FLITE LINES. It’s free if you’re a member, almost free if you’re not.
Contact, Gary MacCauley with your copy, hand written, emailed, typed, or on disk.
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