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Hello everyone and welcome to summer.
Our club meeting on April 3rd was well attended and interesting. John
Conrad put on a super program. He told us everything about electrics.
Thank you John.
Hope you all had a wonderful Easter. Dianna and I were with family in
Scottsdale. I even got to do some glider flying while I was there.
April slid in like a lamb, but ended with strong winds. It seems that the
only time to fly is in the early hours. So set your alarm and come on out.
There are a lot of people to thank this month. Bill King for his work on
the line spreader, as well as putting a nice white line down the middle of the
field. Thank you to Gary Swigart for dragging and rolling the field at 5am.
A thank you goes out to John Conrad for opening the field each day and
putting out the chairs along with bringing the signs in. He was also a huge
help pulling and spraying the weeds. No one wants to do it and John
volunteered. Thanks to Walter Wilken for rolling the field after the rain. We
have such awesome members who are always willing to work at making our
field so great. A huge thanks to you all!
We welcome back snowbirds Donnie Bathrick, and Andrew Perry. Our
friends who leave for the summer will be missed. Charlie Bock is going back
to Tahoe and Cole Field is going back to Oregon.
Casa De Aero was invited to participate in the Pylon races at Chino, but
sorry to say, the invitation came a little late. Hopefully we can do it next
time.
We have been asked to close the field on Saturday May 5th for ERAU
Graduation, as they are expecting a large crowd.
May should be a sensational month! Come on out and have a ball.
See you at the field,

NEXT MEETING will be Tuesday May 1, 2012
Meetings start at 7:00 PM in room 101, Building 21 (Robertson Aviation Safety Center)
On the Embry-Riddle campus, 3700 Willow Creek Road.
Visitors are welcome! See you there!
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Next week
a helicopter
suit???

at the Futaba packs, even though they have
heavier wire, the same way of connecting makes
for a tighter fit at the positive end where the wires
come out of the shrink wrap. Shows to go ya, that
ANY battery can cause a fire! Treat batteries with
great care and respect.

From the Safety Officers
Tom Gatchell and ARF the wonder dog.
Battery Safety (NOT li-pos!)
Stay charged my friend!
Had my 2500 mah nimh transmitter battery
pack go up in smoke today. It is the extended
capacity pack maybe 4 years old. Had been using
it in my other Futaba transmitter for a year or so
and moved it to the one I'm using with my T-28
about 4 days ago. Had charged it Friday and
used it Saturday. It read 11.0 volts this morning
when I went to the field. Had one flight with the
T-28 and one with the SCub, then was watching
the others fly. Was talking with Bill when we
heard the buzzing, popping sound and when I
picked up my transmitter, the back felt very warm.
I popped open the cover and saw the heat shrink
melting so I turned the radio over and "bumped"
the pack free. It was sizzling and too hot to touch.
Looking at it, it appears the long ground lead,
now free of any insulation, had shorted at the
solder joint for the positive lead, melting all the
insulation off and part of the pack's shrink wrap.
When I bumped it out of the radio, it de-soldered
the positive lead from the battery terminal.
The radio was just sitting for 20 minutes or so
before the meltdown, and had been working
normally. It had never been dropped but it did
seem to fit tighter in the battery compartment than
the Futaba pack. The wire used also seems like
a smaller gauge and the insulation seems pretty
thin. The cells are Sanyo manufactured. I think
the negative wire was pushed against the solder
joint for the positive and maybe a sharp point or
edge on the solder caused the insulation to finally
fail enough for the wire to make contact. Looking
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CASA DE AERO
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
April 3, 2012
Members present: Jerry Alvarez Tom Ault,
John Conrad, David Domzalski, Frank Drew,
Cole Field, Walt Findlay, Tom Gatchell, Jack
Hardy, Vince Herod, Bill Hurst, Bill King, Glenn
Kuhn, David Lurie, Gary MacCauley, Dave
Marston, Galen Richmond, Jim Richmond,
Kevin Shuster, Gary Swigart, Richard Thomas,
and Walter Wilken.
President Jack Hardy called the meeting to
order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance
by the club members.
Safety Report (Tom Gatchell): Tom went
over the field rules, regulations and the field
boundaries. All flyers should avoid flying inside
the white line on the runway and an extension of
that line in both directions except for takeoffs
and landings. Also, avoid flying when there are
ROTC Cadets on the other side of the runway.
Secretary’s Report (Gary Swigart): We
have 64 members. Gary mentioned he is still
trying to obtain cable spools from A.P.S.
Instructor’s Report (Rich Thomas): There
are no active students at the present time.
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Vice President/Treasurer Report (Dave
Marston): We have $3148 in the bank. Dave
gave a brief description of his recent Panama
Canal Cruise. Dave also mentioned a recent
incident he had when launching his glider. The
wrench cable caught his transmitter antenna and
ripped the antenna off the transmitter box. He was
able to recover and land the glider.
President’s Report (Jack Hardy): Jack
talked about the ERAU Aero Engineering Class
and the experimental model aircraft they have
been flying at the field. Jack mentioned he
received an email from David Hall, the Business
Manager at ERAU, thanking the club for our
support, coordination and interaction with the
students. The next “Come Fly With Us” is
Saturday, April 14th. Cole Field mentioned that

Saturday, April 14th is also a Preview Day at
ERAU for future students.
Show & Tell:
Dave Domzalski showed his electric Clipped
Wing Club. Nice trim job.
Walt Findlay brought a float plane to give
away. Dave Domzalski was the only club
member interested, so Dave got the plane.
Program: John Conrad gave a presentation
on electric flight to include batteries, motors and
ESC’s. John also had a hand-out with the
information. A very good and informative briefing
John.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm.
Respectfully submitted;
Gary Swigart, Club Secretary

The ERAU crew with their water drop project plane.

Four foam war birds looking good.
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Retracts the hard way!
Charley Bock
with his new
Spitfire.

At least we don’t have to mow
our field twice a week.
Tom Ault with his
modified
Slow Stick.

Bud Franz
with his new
Dynam T-6.

Buds T-28 with a bit of paint work.
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Dave Domzalsky’s Clipped Wing Cub.
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Allan Collins’ Slick 540.

Alan Stephens’ Stryker.

A Dynam DC-3 zipping by.

A Dynam T-6 in flight.

Spitfire heading for the sky.

Andrew Perry’s Parkzone P-47.

This is what
happens when
the weather
turns bad on
“come fly with
us” day.
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See what they have: http://www.jarzofclay.com/
(928) 717-2182

For more information click this link.
http://www.thelonespur.com
(928) 445-8202

Hats
&
Shirts
If you are interested in a club
logo Hat or Shirt, click on this link.
http://casadeaero.anythingonshirts.com/

The owners and operators of the local hobby shop put in long hours and make a large
investment in inventory so that you can have the items you need to enjoy this great hobby.
Their margins are slim when they have to compete with mail order houses.
Their existence literally depends on us. If you want to keep the convenience of
instant supply of that needed item, patronize the store below.

VALLEY HOBBY SHOP
RC CENTER
7680 East HWY 69
Prescott Valley AZ 86314
Open Monday thru Friday 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Saturday 9:30 to 6 PM
Sunday Noon to 5 PM
Ask for that special item
(928)-775-4071
Put your advertisement in the FLITE LINES. It’s free if you’re a member, almost free if you’re not.
Contact, Gary MacCauley with your copy, hand written, emailed, typed, or on disk.
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