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Announcements:
The runway has remained in excellent shape this past month despite the
lack of any recent rain. Even the smallest wheeled airplanes should have
no trouble. The pre-emergent has kept the weeds at bay over the runway.
I hope it lasts! Thanks to those who have been spraying weed killer in the
remaining areas and the few weeds that have come up along the edge of
the runway.
Thanks to Jack Hardy, the “Rotorcraft” area now has a sign on the flight
stand to designate the area as such. Peter has whacked the weeds down
in this area so those of you with helicopters, quads, or any other type of
rotorcraft will find the area more friendly.
Someone has painted rather official looking markings on the runway
including numbers and taxiway turnoffs. Must have been a student studying
airport design or someone with experience making crop circles? Very well
done!
We’ve recently received some new (used) carpeting from Kent Ewart
and anticipate getting some more from Mark Turner. Haven’t yet decided
exactly what area we want to refresh. Anyone who wants to place it and
nail it down is welcome.
Thanks to those that brought out trainers for our last “Come Fly With Us”
event. Peter brought some of his Tennis buddies to watch and possibly
train. Volunteer instructor pilots are always greatly appreciated.
Unfortunately there were no student this time due to Spring Break.
A team of ERAU students lead by Michael Roznik were at the field the
other day testing a new scratch built mission specific airplane. It’s always
interesting to watch these experiments.
The approach is often
unconventional. It’s also encouraging to see how Michael has rapidly
Continued on page 4

NEXT MEETING will be Tuesday April 1.
Meetings start at 7:00 PM in room 101, Building 21 (Robertson Aviation Safety Center)
On the Embry-Riddle campus, 3700 Willow Creek Road.
Visitors are welcome! See you there!
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From the Safety Officer

Rudy Arp
One of our club members gave me an article
written by Charles Spencer of the I.M.A.A. council that
referenced an article written by Ed Anderson of the
AMA entitled:
“Six Keys to Success for New (RC) Pilots”
I have extracted from the article some key points that
are useful reminder for experienced pilots as well as
newcomers to the hobby. The six key areas for
success by RC pilots are to understand the influence
of the following:
* Wind
* Orientation
* Speed
* Attitude
* Over control
* Preflight Check
Wind: The single biggest cause of crashes
observed has been the insistence upon flying in too
much wind. If you are under an instructor’s control or
on a buddy box, then follow their advice, but if you
are starting out and trying to learn on your own,
regardless of the model, the recommendation is to
fly in wind from dead calm to 5 mph. That includes
gusts. An experienced pilot can handle more. It is the
pilot, not the model that determines how much win
can be handled. Always keep the airplane upwind
from you. There is no reason for a new flyer to have
the model down wind.
Orientation: Knowing your right and left is difficult
when flying a model, even licensed pilots have a
problem with RC planes sometimes because they are
used to being in the airplane. One way to help you
with this orientation is to use a flight simulator on your
PC. Pick a slow flying model and fly a lot. Forget the
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jets and fast airplanes. Focus on your left and right
coming at you. Don’t let it fly over your head.
Too Much Speed: Speed is the enemy of the new
pilot, but if you fly too slowly, the wings can’t generate
enough lift, so there is a compromise here. Even
experienced pilots don’t fly at full throttle all the time.
Most trainers large or small fly well at ½ throttle. When
you take off you should do so at full power. When you
reach the desired altitude, throttle back. Make sure
your altitude gives you the space to make a mistake.
The saying goes, get three mistakes high so you have
enough altitude to keep yourself out of trouble. At ½
throttle you should be able to get used to the plane
and how it handles. If it holds altitude on a straight line,
this is a good speed. Now work on slow and easy
turns. Work on left then on right, flying toward you and
maintaining altitude. Add a little throttle if the airplane
can’t hold altitude.
Altitude: New flyers are often afraid of altitude.
They feel safer close to the ground. Nothing can be
more wrong. Altitude is your friend. Maximum altitude
is 400 feet, so somewhere between that and 100 feet
is a safe height. Below that you should be setting up
for a slow pass or for landing.
Over control: Most of the time the airplane does
not need input from you. Once you get to height, a
properly trimmed airplane flying in calm air will
maintain its height and direction with no help from you.
In fact, anything you do will interfere with the airplane.
When teaching new pilots, the author often does a
demo flight of the student’s plane. He takes the plane
to 100 feet and then reduces the throttle to a nice
cruising speed. He gets it flying straight with plenty of
space in front of it, and then takes his hand off the
sticks holding the transmitter at arm’s length. A high
wing trainer will fly straight unless it is out of trim.
Don’t hold turns for more than a couple of seconds
after the airplane starts to turn. Understand that an
airplane turns by banking or tilting the wings. If you
hold a turn too long, you will force the model to deepen
its bank and it will eventually lose lift and go into a
spiral dive and crash. Give your inputs slowly and
gently and watch the airplane. Start the turn, then let
off, then turn some more and left off. Start your turns
long before you need to and you won’t need to make
sharp turns.
Preflight Check: Before every flight it is the
responsibility of the pilot to confirm that the model, the
controls, and the conditions are correct an acceptable
for flight. A checklist should reflect the type of airplane,
be it electric, glow, or gas, the condition of the plane,
the radio system and settings, the receiver and
transmitter battery charge and the conditions at the
field. There is a lot to remember, so a preflight checklist
is recommended. Professional pilots use them. You
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don’t want to skip something that results in a crash or
injury.
I I hope this information proves useful to new RC
hobbyists and may refresh some of the basics for
experienced pilots making the flying experience a
positive one, and more fun for all.

Rudy
Casa de Aero
General Membership Meeting
March 4, 2014
Members Present: Rudy Arp, Tom Alt, David
Domzalski, Jim Eaves, Cole Field, Walter
Findlay, Peter Genereaux, Vince Herod, Matt
Hinshaw, Al Iamceli, Bill King, Gary MacCauley,
Dave Marston, Gene Tomek, Dick Weston, and
Bruce Wright.
Guests: Doug March and Michael Roznik
President David Domzalski called the meeting
to order at 7 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance by
the club members.
Guest Doug March intends to join the Club and
is presently working with a simulator.
Vice Presidents Report (Peter Genereaux):
A" take one" box containing Flite Lines and
membership applications is installed at the field.
Safety Report (Rudy Arp): Rudy presented a
check list for student training and noted his Flite
Lines column discussed the care and feeding of
LiPo batteries. He suggested a date and serial
number be written on the batteries to better track
their behavior. Rudy also announced that the Chino
Park Zone pylon races will be held at the Chino
field starting at 8:00am on March 15.
Flight Instruction (Vince Herod): Vince is our
new Chief Flight Instructor. Other instructors
working with him are Cole Field, Rich Thomas,
Rudy Arp and Walter Wilken. Only one active
trainee at this time – Gary Brown who is being
instructed by Rich Thomas. The Club needs a
simulator for students to use. A donation of a
simulator by a club member was requested.
Treasurer’s Report (Dave Marston): A
spreadsheet with our current expenses and
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revenues was passed around and briefly
discussed. We have about $3800 in our checking
account.
Secretary’s Report (Gene Tomek): We have
73 members. AMA and Casa de Aero "Rules and
Regulations" have been posted on the white
bulletin board at the field along with the flight
envelope drawing.
President’s Report and New Business (Dave
Domzalski): Our next Come Fly with Us event is
set for this Saturday, March 8 from 8 to 10 am.
Volunteers are needed to help especially those
who can provide training aircraft with buddy boxes.
The previous indoor flying events have gone
very well. Our next session is proposed for
Sunday, March 23 from 3 to 4:30 pm at the
Prescott High School gymnasium. Guests are
welcome, but must have AMA membership to fly.
We will adjourn to Park Plaza Deli afterward for
pizza and beverages.
Dave Marston volunteered to bring coffee to
our meetings and Come Fly with Us events.
Pre-emergence weed killer was sprayed on the
whole field with the help of an anonymous donor
who paid approximately half the cost.
Need volunteers for spot weed spraying which
can be done using the sprayer at the field.
Dave discussed amending the constitution to
require an open AMA membership.
Show and Tell:
Mike Roznik showed off his DURA Flight
corsair. It is complete with retracts and flaps. He
also brought in a Stinger 64 ducted fan which goes
about 80mph.
As promised, Dave Domzalski showed various
home made light weight wheels. Also an auto gyro
model he is working on. It may be done by next
meeting. It will use two electric motors with
differential thrust. Dave also demonstrated repairs
to foam parts using fiberglass and CA glue. He
used 3M 77 lightly sprayed on the glass which was
then stuck to the part and glued in place.
Meeting adjourned at 8:05PM.
Respectfully submitted by Gene Tomek.
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become an experienced pilot and leader. We hope
to see more of the team get involved in RC.
Arron is another relatively new ERAU
engineering student getting involved with our
training program. In the past we’ve stated that our
training program is available to all club members.
I see no reason we can’t extend that to nonmember ERAU students. It’s rewarding to help
students and make connections that can only help
the student, the club, and the sport. There’s a big
generational gap between most of us and the
students so it makes it easier if we make more of
an effort to connect.
The Wild Fire Academy brought one visiting
RC/FPV pilot. Its fun and enlightening to see or
hear what others are doing in the world of RC.
We’ve put the bulletin board at the flying field
to much greater use lately. It now includes AMA
rules, laminated club rules, and two “Take One”
boxes, one with Flite Lines and the other with club
membership forms. We plan also to post a list of
flight instructors.
Coming Events:
At the April meeting we will be having a vote on
amending the constitution to specify that AMA
membership be the “OPEN” type. This has already
been stated on the membership form but has not
been reflected in the constitution yet. This is
prompted by the addition of a “Park Flyer” class of
membership by the AMA. Due to the anticipated
difficulty in policing the weight and speed of the
numerous models at the field, the board feels it
best that we all carry the “OPEN” type of
membership. All but one of our members already
abide by this.
At the next meeting I will do a show and tell /
discussion on my unique configuration autogyro.
I was building a full-scale version of this years ago.
That project has been put on indefinite hold. But
the time has come to build an RC version of it using
the rotor system from a Dura-Fly Auto-G2. I
thought about doing a discussion on the full-scale
development but realized I had enough material
for a whole other meeting. Time permitting, by
popular demand, I will also do a fiber glassing
demonstration using a Rare Bear cowling as the
subject.
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The next “Come Fly With Us” will be Saturday
April 12th from 8-10:00am. Weather permitting.
The next indoor flying event will be Sunday
April 13th from 3-4:30. Some have asked if we
intend to continue this through the summer. The
plan is to keep doing it on a monthly basis so long
as there is interest. We have had roughly 12 pilots
and 6 spectators at each event. At the March
event we had 21 people at the gym, 8 of which
came for happy hour. We had a 2-D limbo setup
for part of the session just for fun (no formal
contest) and skill sharpening. Two long horizontal
ribbons and two short vertical ribbons formed a
“window” to fly through. Limbo is great fun and
works well with indoor airplanes. Hitting the poles
typically does no damage and when hitting the
ribbons the plane sometimes remain hanging
there. A lot less traumatic than outdoor limbo with
larger planes. We’ve also discovered that we can
lift the limitation on the number of planes in the air
at once. We’ve had 10 or more aircraft in the air
at once with no bad consequences. Mid-air
collisions do occur but these typically incur no
damage.
Future Planning:
I have started to compile a list of You tube clips
that I hope we can view at our meetings. I still
need to contact someone at ERAU IT to learn how
to use their multi-media systems. If you see
something RC related that you think the club would
enjoy please send me the link and I’ll ad it to the
list.
As always I would like to encourage members
to bring in some Show & Tell material. The
offerings have been pretty slim lately. This is
always a fun and informative part of the meetings.
So don’t be bashful! If you don’t want to stand in
front of the crowd I’ll do the presentation for you.
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Pictures from the flight test day for the ERAU student project.
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Walters Stuka.

For some, just flying isn't enough.

Vince and his Stinson.

ERAU student
Michael Roznik
and his F-86.

Charlie’s big T-28.

Kevin and his very fluorescent Astro Hog.
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A little float flying this month.

Mike Fontenot a visiting
fireman from Colorado
tries some FPV flying
durring his time off.
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See what they have: http://www.jarzofclay.com/
(928) 717-2182

For more information click this link.
http://www.thelonespur.com
(928) 445-8202

Hats
&
Shirts
If you are interested in a club
logo Hat or Shirt, click on this link.
http://casadeaero.anythingonshirts.com/

Visit us at:

www.PrescottAZ4U.com
National Realty Of Prescott
222 West Gurley St.
Prescott, Arizona 85301

Team Excellence
Margarett Gatchell, Assoc. Broker
(928) 899-2831
Shirley Masser, Realtor
(928) 899-7501
Email: margarette@prescottaz4u.com

The owners and operators of the local hobby shop put in long hours and make a large
investment in inventory so that you can have the items you need to enjoy this great hobby.
Their margins are slim when they have to compete with mail order houses.
Their existence literally depends on us. If you want to keep the convenience of
instant supply of that needed item, patronize the store below.

VALLEY HOBBY SHOP
RC CENTER
7680 East HWY 69
Prescott Valley AZ 86314
Open Monday thru Friday 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Saturday 9:30 to 6 PM
Sunday Noon to 5 PM
Ask for that special item
(928)-775-4071
http://valleyhobbyshop.com
Put your advertisement in the FLITE LINES. It’s free if you’re a member, almost free if you’re not.
Contact, Gary MacCauley with your copy, hand written, emailed, typed, or on disk.
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