MEETING MINUTES
Casa de Aero General Membership Meeting • Sept. 1, 2015
Attendance
General Members:
Jerry Alvarez, Don Broadstone,
David Domzalski, Walter
Findlay, Tom Gatchell, Peter
Genereaux, Matt Hinshaw,
Art Kaplan, Shel Leibach, Al
Marello, Adam Sanders, Gene
Tomek, Scott Wemple, Al
Weikart
ERAU Members: Cole Field
ERAU Visitors: Collin Hudson

o Dave had a call from the FAA. They
are asking us to contact the airport
tower for a formal agreement for our
operation within 5 miles of the airport.
o Election time is coming, so
anyone who would like to participate
should self-nominate.
Vice President’s Report (Cole Field):
Float and picnic is Sunday,
September 27. We have the ramada
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring friends
and family. Cole has parking passes.
Safety Report (Rudy Arp):
• Rudy is out of town.

President Dave Domzalski called the
meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. by
leading the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance.
President’s Report and
New Business (Dave Domzalski):
• Introduced new members Luke
Poteat and David Curtis (neither were
present).
• Runway repair update:
o Dave showed pictures of the
grading activities.
o Cost for the project so far is a bit
under $1,100.
o Dave is proposing a small
retention basin at the north corner
of the runway where the water will
slow down and drop the suspended
sand. The basin will provide an easyaccess location to remove sand in the
future.
o We are doing well with donations.
o There was a storm event of about
2” since the grading.
o Dave is asking for pictures to be
sent to Dave or Matt.
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Flight Instruction
(Matt Hinshaw):
• Nothing to report.
Treasurer’s Report
(Dave Marston): • The checking
account balance is $3,829 before
paying Fann.
• The runway repair is expected
to cost between $1,200 and
$1,800.
• We have received $670 in
donations.

• Indoor Flying: 3 to 4:30 p.m. Oct. 18,
Prescott High School Gym.
• London Bridge Seaplane Classic:
Nov. 13–15 in Lake Havasu City (www.
deserthawksrc.org).
Show and Tell:
• Shel showed his Waco biplane.
Dynam 50”. In 1920 Buck Weaver
started Weaver Aviation Company.
1920-27, they produced 10 models,
and built 40 percent of all small
airplanes for three years. During WW
II they built the troop carrier gliders.
In 1983, Classic Aircraft Company
bought the plans. 1983-86,
they built the biplanes,
but they had to meet FAA
requirements. YMF-5D is
now available, based on
1935 plans for the airframe.
• Gene Tomek showed
his biplane, home-designed
and built of plywood. Most of the
materials were in his scrap box in the
workshop.
• Dave showed foam cutting with a
hot wire after the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Secretary’s Report (Al Weikart):
• Currently we have 79 members.
• Cole conducted the 50/50 raffle –
$45 won by Scott Wemple.
Faculty advisor for the student club
(Billy Crisler):
• Not in attendance.
Upcoming Dates:
• Come Fly With Us: 8-10 a.m. Oct. 10,
Casa de Aero Flying Field, ERAU

– Submitted by Al Weikart

NEXT MEETING
7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 6
Building 21, Robertson Aviation
Safety Center, Room 101,
Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University,
3700 Willow Creek Road.
Visitors are welcome!

OCTOBER 2015 FLITE LINES

SAFETY FIRST
Communication, consideration
key to keeping the skies friendly

T

o the best of my knowledge,
we had another safe month
in September. I would like
to thank the club’s members for
making safety a primary goal. One
contributing factor is the increase
in communication between pilots
on the flight line. Keep up the
good work. A couple of issues have
been brought to my attention that I
would like to address:
Nitro-fueled plane pilots are
requested to use the flight benches
on the far left of the flight stand
area to avoid making excessive
noise close to the flight stations.
That way, pilots can communicate
effectively with each other, and
it will keep the noise down in the
seating area where we hang out.
Additionally, nitro planes left to idle
for a few minutes have a tendency
to stall, so the practice was to taxi
the plane down the runway to
the flight stations while walking
alongside the plane by the pilot.
Because of the recent installation
of a drainage ditch, taxiing now
encroaches on the runway. This has
occurred a couple of times while
another pilot was landing.
Pilots on the flight line in the
flight stations own the runway.
They have to give permission to
allow taxiing on the runway and
must be communicated with
first before entering the runway.
Solutions are: walk down to the
flight stations and get permission
before starting to taxi; have

by Rudy Arp
Casa de Aero Safety Officer

someone ask on your behalf; and/
or launch your aircraft from a ramp
closer to the flight station to make
communication timelier. Ask for
help if you need it.
Flying ultra-lights or larger
aircraft doing 3D maneuvers close
to the flight stands proves to be
distracting to other pilots. After
discussion by the Casa de Aero
board, some new rules have been
proposed:
1) Whenever someone else is on
the flight line or requests to fly, 3D
maneuvers shall be restricted to
the far side of the runway past the
centerline or further.
2) Pilots wanting to fly micro ultralight aircraft 3D close to themselves
may use the helicopter pad on the
other side of the parking lot.
These new rules are effective
October 7 after the general club
meeting. The board hopes these
new rules are fair to all of the club’s
members and accommodate their
particular aircraft and style of flying.
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CHARTING
OUR COURSE
Continued from page 1
The next meeting will
include elections for the
coming year. Anyone thinking
about running for any of the
positions should self-nominate.
We are always happy to get
new people involved.
I have a new plane I would like
to show at the next meeting. It’s
an ERAU version of a Waco built
for static display. This version
has some custom eye candy like
a dummy engine, oleo landing
gear, and lots of rigging. It was
one for the first planes for ERAU.
The plane is built for ERAU to
be hung as a display model in
time for the WOW. I’m not sure
where it will be hung, but let
you know when I find out.
A lot has been accomplished
in the last year – a lot of
events and a lot of field
improvements. With the
election, we will be entering
into a new year and looking
to what next we would like to
accomplish. Suggestions are
always welcome. Billy Crisler
tells me there will be some
progress toward putting up a
workshop building at the field.
And I met a relatively new
professor, Vince, who is setting
up an RC class for students as
part of a UAV major. RC is being
viewed as a way for students
to get involved more intimately
with UAV technology.
These are exciting times for
the hobby and a good time to
stay involved as the “drone”
business starts to take off.
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BOAT FLOAT
Photos by Bill King
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