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NEXT CASA DE AERO  
MEMBER MEETING

7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 4 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

3700 Willow Creek Road
Robertson Aviation Safety Center

Building 21, Room 101
Visitors are welcome! 

FROM THE CAPTAIN
Continued from page 1

SAFETY
CHECK

It is an opportunity for the members to 
engage with others interested in aviation 
and share our enthusiasm for our hobby. 
We might even pick up a new member or 
two. Equally important is our effort to show 
support for our club site host, ERAU. 

In the past several months the club has 
welcomed quite a few new members. It’s 
always good to see the club grow. 

I would like to thank all the board members 
for their many contributions to the club. Al 
Weikart has done yeoman’s work as Secretary 
and worked on the field as well. Dave Marston 
has done his usual fine job of keeping track of 
our finances. Don Broadston, as mentioned 
above, has organized the boat float and has 
contributed in many other ways. Gene Tomek 
is teaching our new members to fly as well as 
learn the club’s procedures. Tom Gatchell is 
keeping us all safe and helping with the field. 
Ron Baade has labored tirelessly to keep the 
field in good shape. Our newest member, Dave 
Domzalski, brings his experience and maturity. 

Thanks as well to Gary, who has retired 
as newsletter editor. He has done a fine job 
and produced over 70 newsletters. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 
September 4. See you there.

- Jack

 By Tom Gatchell

Embry-Riddle has notified us that a small 
building is being constructed next to our 
runway. Many of you were not members 

when ERAU built the restroom/locker room 
building next to the ballfield behind our field. 
During that construction, we were shut down 
for three months with NO flying. Chino Valley 
graciously allowed us to fly at their field during 
the construction. 

This time, even with the construction being 
closer, the administration was open to us 
continuing to fly if we provided some safety 
restrictions to protect workers. I wrote up some 
common-sense restrictions and they were 
submitted and approved by 
the school. They really 
weren’t that intrusive for 
us, and we’ve been flying 
safely with no incidents 
or close calls. 

On another subject, a 
mountain lion has been 
spotted twice by different 
members on the runway at 
the north end. Remember not to act like 
mountain lion food when going to recover any 
downed planes. Let people know when you go to 
retrieve a plane and when it is located. It might 
be wise to stay within sight of each other.

That’s all the safety stuff I can think of for now. 
‘Til the next column, “center line and out”!

– Tom
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 CASA DE AERO PHOTOS

Frank’s Camo Special

Robert’s Meteor






