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  I’m writing this update after a very successful Come Fly with Us last 
Saturday, the 12th.  We had over 20 members out enjoying what turned out 
to be a great morning weather wise.  Lots of different airplanes were flown 
as I’m sure Bob will chronicle in the newsletter.  He also gets input from Bill 
King and Al Weikart.  They make a great team of photographers for our club 
and show how much fun we have with the hobby. 
 
  We had placed some notices in the local paper as well as the Prescott Living 

magazine and it paid off with 2 potential new members coming out to check out our activity.  Thanks to all who took the time to meet 
and talk with them and encourage them to consider becoming members of our small family of fliers.  We also had a student at Embry 
Riddle join as a student member of the club.  Many of you have already met Jeb who is an engineering student at the university.  He 
is a very knowledgeable modeler and an enthusiastic flyer. 
 
  We are continuing our program to make small improvements to the field and runway.  A new windsock is on order and will replace 
the old flag for wind information.  Also, eventual painting of a centerline on the runway will help keep pilots out of the ditches on 
either side of the active runway.  Any suggestions or critiques for improvement that you have are welcomed and valued and will be 
considered.  There haven’t been any new discussions with the University about their planned construction near the field.  But, I will 
keep all of you updated as soon as I receive any information. 
 
  Again, thanks to all of you for your fellowship and the fun you bring to our club.  Keep coming out to the field bringing your knowledge 
and skill sets for all club members to learn from and ultimately make flying more enjoyable at Casa de Aero. 
 
Jack 
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Barney Fife talks about a “hand-washing compelshun” but we want you to have 

a “safety compelshun”.  So, once again we present a safety-oriented  message 

on “That other subject you just can’t talk enough about”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a rash of incidents and concerns stated to the evil and much hated safety officer, I am compelled to cover a few safety basics.  

First and foremost, our agreed upon flight box is from the runway center line OUT. We really need to adhere to that to allow for a 

mechanical problem or a case of "dumb thumbs" (pilot error).   It gives us time to put a hard to control plane into a “safe termination 

area”.  Or, sing out so others can see and determine a way to stay safe.  If you have control issues PLEASE shout out "HEADS UP" so 

your fellow fliers know there is a potential danger. "Safe termination" isn't a joke and it’s a hard thing to do. I once had a fairly large 

fuel-powered T-6 get badly out of shape after rotating and was veering towards the pits. I chopped the throttle and slammed it down 

on the runway causing substantial damage but staying out of the pits and spectator area. That is a "skill" seldom taught and never 

practiced.  But, it should be first choice when one of YOUR planes is uncontrollable. 

Speaking of "terminated planes", repairing severely damaged planes is not a good practice. Wood planes can have damage completely 

removed and rebuilt but foam planes end up using weakened and deformed crash damaged parts.   Unless you're a properly equipped 

engineer, that plane ISN'T going to be a good flying SAFE aircraft.  There’s wing alignment, incidence, weight and balance, tail surface 

alignment and incidence, etc.  In my 50 years in this sport I've seen some planes that should not have been repaired and they proved 

it in short order. 

Bottom line is SAFETY. If it isn't SAFE: DON'T DO IT, DON'T FLY IT or DON'T HAND IT OFF TO ANOTHER PILOT.  

ONE MORE THING and it’s from long time member Tom, NOT the Safety Officer! STAY THE HELL OFF A WET, SOFT RUNWAY! Those 

grooves, RC car tracks and FOOTPRINTS make impressions in the dirt and when they dry out, become hard as rock. If you insist on 

flying when the runway isn't firm and your plane is stuck or in the far ditch, WALK AROUND the runway to get it NOT across it. Make 

the shortest incursion onto the runway and walk back the same way. You might think those prints "aren't that bad" but it ruins it for 

smaller planes, planes with close prop clearance and retracts. There is always a very narrow window for repairing the runway and 

fewer people who will do it. Too wet and you make it worse, too dry and you end up with a loose and uneven surface.  So, please 

PLEASE be considerate. It only takes a day or two for the runway to be usable without damage after a rain. 

Tom 

Footprints can be hard as a rock when frozen or dried out  

                                                                                             Footprint is about an inch deep.
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Q&A session with CDA Chief Flight Instructor Gene Tomek   
                                                                                 
 
Q: Do you need to be a member of Casa De Aero to receive free flying lessons? 
 
A: Yes, you need to be a club member. 
 
Q: How do you sign up/schedule free lessons? 
 
A: Call me or email me to schedule a time. 
 
Q: What kind of lessons do you offer?   
 
A:  In general they are beginner lessons on the club Apprentice but I have had people fly my Addiction (pictured above).  
Lessons are usually scheduled until the student can make landings and takeoffs from both directions.  The club has a written 
list of maneuvers that include horizontal figure eights and some others.  
 
Q: Can a more advanced student work with you on problem areas such as smooth landings?  For example, tennis players 
are usually competent on their forehand but usually need to put in some extra work on their backhand.    
 
A: I have found that every plane lands a little differently so I would have to practice with their plane and then teach them 
the best way to land that particular plane. 
 
Q: Do you teach 3D aerobatics for more advanced students?  Note – 3D aerobatics includes such things as vertical hovering, 
torque rolls, flips, knife edge, etc. 
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A: I could give some basic 3D lessons but the student would need a 3D plane and a bindable transmitter for the buddy box 
trainer system.  Note - Buddy box or buddy boxing refers to two R/C aircraft radio systems joined together for pilot training 
purposes. The instructor always retains primary control but can turn it over to the student by the flip of a switch.  
 
Q: What is your teaching method?   
 
A: The buddy box: For beginners they have the four basic Mode 2 controls (ailerons, elevator, rudder, throttle) except at 
the very beginning I retain full throttle control.  As their skills advance I give them throttle control.   
 
Q: How many lessons does an average student need before they can attempt to solo? 
 
A: The number of lessons varies and depends on how fast the student’s skills develop. 
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